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COURSE CONTENT 

 

1. National Security Policy and American Approach 

 

a. Defining National Security 

b. Objectives of National Security Policy: 

c. Protecting and extending national values; 

                   Relating values to the domestic and international environments 

  for identifying interests. 

c.   Role of international and domestic environments in formulation of national            

              Security Policy. 

d. Traditional American approaches to National Security. 

 

2. National Security Policy: Actors and Process 

 

a. Presidential Leadership and Executive Branch in National Security. 

b. The Impact of Congress and National Security Policy. 

c. Intelligence and National Security. 

d. Role of the Military in the National Security Policy Process. 

e. Defence Planning, Budgeting and Management. 

f. The National Security Decision-Making. 

g. Inter-Departmental Appraisals, Threat Perceptions and Action Plans  in the 

 National Security Council Process: 

  

i. Identification of the Adversary and his present and potential supporters. 

ii.   NSC Staff Studies based on inputs from Departments and Agencies. 

ii. Preparation of National Security Action Memoranda which, on approval by the 

President, sets forth specific actions to be implemented by specified Agencies. 

                 iii.  Monitoring of regional conflicts, emerging contingencies potentially hostile      

     political movements and hostile terrorist element and planning counter measures 

 

3. Dimensions of National Security Policy 

 

   i. Diplomatic Policy 

ii. The organization of the Department of State in respect national security operation purposes. 

iii. Alliance formation. 

iv. Weakening the adversary  alliance network. 

v. Dealing with the neutrals and non-aligned to diminish adversary's influence and increase in 

US influence. 



vi. Fashioning arms control measures and anti-proliferation policies to preserve US pre-

eminence, to avoid problems to "reliable" partners and to create obstacles for those deemed 

not presently "reliable". 

 

b. Politico-Military Policies 

 

i. Economic Aid 

ii. Grants, Loans and Credits. 

iii. Embargoes and Sanctions as an instrument of policy. 

iv. Provision or denial of advanced technology. 

v. Arms Transfers. 

vi. Limited Conventional War. 

vii. Scenarios of Limited Nuclear War. 

viii. National Liberation struggles and Revolutionary upsurges. 

ix. Nuclear Strategies. 

 

4. Covert Action and Interventionist Courses 

 

a. Organization of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) in respect of national security 

 operational purposes.  The role of the Defence intelligence Agency and the intelligence 

 wings of the military services. 

b. Case studies of covert actions in selected cases: Iran, The Congo, Ghana, Indonesia, 

 Cuba, Angola, Chile and Nicaragua.  

 

5. US National Security Policy vis-à-vis India: Selected Episodes 

  

a. The Kashmir Conflict. 

b. Arms aid to Pakistan 

c. Bangladesh War 

d. Nuclear Issues. 

 

6. National Security Policy continually directed towards influencing the adversary and his 

 allies to seek accommodation on terms likely to be advantages to US Security interests. 

7.  Major critics of key issues of US national Security policies over the years and at present, 

 and the response of American public. 
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